
AT LAST TAXICAB WORM HAS

And Now Some of
4,000 Who

Daily Find Cause
for Complaint
Take Their Griev-
ances to Father
Knickerbocker for
Quick Action

by one of thoa buccaneers
FACED twashmickllnr mood, no

the average New Yorker
h do more imposing In his surrender
than a fat white worm. But even a

orm will turn, and that may be the
explanation of the new attitude of that
hitherto Invertebrate specimen the
tfxlcab user toward his tormentor
and persecutor the demon driver.

Or It may bo one phase of the Erig-Qt- h

Influence which visitors from the
West are fond of declaring scornfully
k creeping Into New York manners
until 5 o'clock tea has risen from
eMoquy to the height.-- of honored con-

tention. Overcharged tuppence In a
public conveyance, every reader of
eomie literature knows Just what steps ,

rour testy Hrlton takes. He makes an
Impassioned appeal to tho nearest ,

bobby goes, round with him and the
offending driver to thn nearest station
house and threshes the matter of tup-
pence out. I

It Isn't the trifling ium of money,
rou know; It's the principle of the
tiling, by George, as Is evidenced hy
the fact that In his waistcoat pocket

t this Instant repose a pair of five
ihliling scats for "Chu Chin Chow" ot
His Majesty's Thcatie, and the show
must be half over by now. Tho next
iiy he writes a little letter to the
Tints caustically expreslm? his opini-
on of a coalition Government which
kts vital matters at homo go to pot
hut because there's n bit of a war on,
ud what H the matter with the bllth-frin- g

Idiots In the Home Office nny-bo-

Whatever the cause, a crusade Is on
which Is likely to make the tnxlcab
ptrate as honest as tho girl who sup-
plies nlcke'.s at tho automat, and she
sever makes n mistake. A miracle?
Ts, but miracles have been worked
before now. Look at tho decllno of
the pliate buslncrs at sea. If the

cm be swept from the seas, why
ot from the seagoing hacks? Or from

the taxis which are their legitimate
UCCfSsors?

Father Knickerbocker Is willing to
fctlp. lie always has been. There Is a
Bureau of Lic.nses. und In It an en-
tire division which has charge of publ-
ic vehicles. It has absolute power
Over taxlcabs, even to the point of
compelling owners to shine up .the
brass work and paint the hood. John
J. Dremvn, chief Inspector, Is boss,
With considerably more authority than
U.e Czar of all the Itiisslas, and he
ttntls ready at any time to suppress

titortion, This is not exactly news,
tut It is news that taxlcabbers or

nnn-iii-i

Keeping tabs on
is it taxlcabees, meaning those who
are taxlcabbed? are flndlng It out
and taking advantage of it.

There uro 4,000 taxlcabs in New
York. Conservative estimates, based
on careful Inquiry among their ous- -

tomers, Indicate that each driver car- -
rles at least one passenger a day who
thinks, rightly or wrongly, that he
has been "stung." Thot makes 4.0UU
arguments a day. ,o

Until recently the matter seldom
went any further, but lately It has
become quite the proper thing to send
the kick along to Mr. Drennen. If It
Is not Justified no harm Is done. If
It is Justified well, the chief inspector
can enforce a refund, suspend the
driver, Impose a tine or revoke the
man's license. n

He always does the first and some'
times does two or three of thoso .

things. He Is the Sultan of Taxldom: ness which prevents him from getting,
what he says goes and of late he has n chauffeur Into trouble unless he Is

been one of the busiest potentates of his ground he writes a letter
a busy world. thanking the citizen for his coopern.

Among others the clubmen of New tlon.
York are taking u hand In tho new-gam-

called "Watch the clock." The
Inspiration came one rainy afternoon
of early autumn nt the cocktail hour
In a Fifth avenue club which shall
be nameless.

"I rode from here up to Seventy- -

sixth street last night In a taxi," said
mining

discovering

see theatrical
driver."

That started a flood taxlcab stor- -

It secerned to be universal
perlence that same fare never
charged twice tho samo distance,
That went on on until a guest .

from New Kcgland broke
"Well, why do you stand

When you're overcharged why
you report offender?

"I'll you why. It's because
average New Yorker had rather mort-
gage home and hock family
plate than protest against any public
extortion. Any kind of a gnuge
be on him and ho will sub-

mit meekly theatre ticket speculators,
hat checkers, bread butter charge,
extra service charge, taxlcab outre ,

anything at nil ho swallows.
"His fear of a

been developed until he a Jellyfish.
fears be cheap. I'reent I

All kinds and conditions mankind in In the magazine
o"e readerthe big reading room.. best

the taxicabs.

injure"

company always excepted." visitor
concluded with an apologetic chuck'.e.

I
The shut went home. The New York- -

ers hud he.ird charge before, but
this time they acted. They resolved,
half in Jest at Ilrst, to keep tabs on

taxlrabs. One or of them
to point where they really wrote I

letters to the Hurcnu of Licenses. They ,

thlr lefumls of excessive fa:es
promptly that they boasted of It

delightedly,
The crusade gathered Impetus, and

it is well under way. To-da- y tho
I

taxi driver had better pick mark
with uin oinmon discrimination or ho
will tlnd himself In water.

Conditions havo gieatly Improved,
Mr. Drennen says. Whenever he gets

Justified comp'.alnt und usually the J

kicks are Justified, average
taxlcab customer has a sense of

'We're trying to clean this thing
up," Is what he says In effect, "and

only way wo can do It Is through
your help. hope you kick and

your friends to kick when they
victimized."

Likewise he has n thick scrapbook
full of letters from appreciative men

Congressmen, army nnd navy otllcers,
Importers, iergmen nnd even from
u few otllolals of other cities who hnvo
fallen Into toils of the taxi bandits
during their visits to fJreat White
Way.

Many a moving tale comes to
eai.s. l'erhnps boldest pleco of
work n taxlcab driver ever attempted
came off one rainy night a weeks
ago, when car strike nt Its
climax.

One of prettiest actresses on
Hraadwny, whose calls heavy
black typw on posters nowadays,
emerged from stage door after her
performance with maid and
manager of theatre. They hailed
a taxi und stepped Into It. Then
manager mentioned a hotel a few
blocks away as their destination,

The driver flew Into a rase. It
a night, remember. Tho strike

member, who, sometimes sees uo ore iioaieii at a rignt
himself called a "magnate" In on the Job and u little amazed, too, nt
newspapers. "Tho fare SO cents, how ensy It Is to get pat-- I

rodo down this afternoon fi.' isfactloti. The letters are from law-cent- s.

Now I'd like to first .vers, bankers, managers,
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Ordered her out of his taxi.
I

was on and the ubway service wasn't
what It might have been. Taxis were
nt a pr inlutn. This particular driver
was looking for a long haul, about
f3 worth, hay. He, didn't want to leave
the ranks for a 40 cent trip and he
slid so. He ordered Miss Me
(flip name almost slipped out), the
actress, that Is to say, out of the cab. I

When the manager protested he re- -
spor.dcd with profanity.

That c-i- was settled quickly
enough when Mr. Drennen collected
tho facts from witnesses. The man
lost his license.

Thus ended the Adventure of tho
Actress In the Taxlcab. Consider now
the Incident of the Hlch Old Hanker. I

He was rich, all right, and gord na-

tural and so old that he was rather
feeble. His wltlto haired wife was with
him, and his daughter also when he
came dciwn from an up State town on,
tho Albany boat. He tcok a taxi to
the Prince C.eorge Hotel and he paid
the J a tho driver charged, but first he
took his number. Calculation by the
Bureau of Licenses, when the com-

plaint came up, showed he should have
paid but $1.20, and the driver was
forced to refund II. SO, also to pay a 15
fine.

Tho fine might have been omitted
but for the driver's own admission.

"What made you do it?" Mr. Dren-
nen asked him.

"I dunno. He looked kind of easy,"
wns tho answer th.it cost him the
price of twenty gallons of "gns."

There's another plnyful llttlo habit
that's n Biireflie way to earn a fine.
That Is for the driver, when his num-
ber Is demanded, to cover up his
badge. The law is that he must give
his number to any one who asks for It,
which Is a good thing to know.

"Watch the clock" Is another tip to
be taken to heart. Most ot the gouges
are worked by the "quick flag" trick.

room is always at least The ceilings seem to interest the sight- -
lost in the latest seers above all things.j, Berial
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TURNED ON HIS TORMENTORS

' For the benefit of those who don't
know It this may be elucidated.

The taxlcab having gone a mile and
n half, "0 cents should bo show-
ing on the meter. Out the unscrupu-
lous driver Is somethlhg of a psycholo-
gist. He knows that tho passenger
ninetv-nin- e times nut of a hundred
doesn't sit with his eyes glued on the
flag. Ho Is to alight or
looking at the trntllc or the windows.
.o Jus: a the cab tolls up to tho curb
the driver lllps the fl.tg upright, thus
setting the "clock" bail; to zero, and
says pleasantly, "A dollar ten." And
ninety-nin- e times out of a hundred he
used to get away with It. Hut not
now.

That Is much neater than the old
device of taking the longest possible
route, and besides It saves gasolene
and tires.

It sometimes pay also to see that
the "clock" l at zero on entering the
cab. It might not b. Hy reading th'.s
tar suspicion may hav been anue.l
that not all taxi drive t aro lily pure
and they have been known In rare
Instances to run up a half dollar or
so on the clock before picking up a
fare.

In fairness to the. taxlcab drivers
be It snld, however, that It usually Is

unjust and Imp illl.c to question the
Humes on the clock. The meters are
correct. Tho cUy takes great pains
to eve that they are. Uoro a meter
enn be Installed on a tax. It Is sent to
the lalorntory In West I'lfty-sevent- h

street and tested first for twenty-fou- r
hours waltlt.g time. If It record $36
(10 cents every (mr minutes) then It
is tested for fifty miles of dlstnno.

Tills u a complicated profess, involv-
ing the perimeter of automobile wheels
nnd tho number of revolutions of
wheels of certnln sizes to the mllo.
Hut a tiny motor spins the meter the
required number of thousands of revo-
lutions, and If nt the end of the theo-reiK.- il

half century Jaunt the clock
reads J20.10 It Is stamped "approved"
and Is Issued.

The taxi owners CO per cent, of the
tnxlcnbs In New York are owned by
tho driversrent the "clocks" from
various companies. When they get ,x

new meter they are obliged to go round
to the Hureau of Licenses, the front
wheels of the car nre Jacked up and
.i motor spins them another fifty miles
to see that It Is working properly. If

IMPERTINENT IMPRESS I ONS- --AT THE PUBLIC

More authority
so, It Is sealed and O. K'd. After that
It Is Inspected every four months.

Seven Inspectors are constantly on
the streets watching the conduct of tho
drivers at the publl- - hack standi. Illing
complaints when they nvcrciowd ttie
leial limit reporting noisy motors or
cars which need paint or cleaning; as-- ,
surlng themselves meter sen have turn palace. A largo bill con-no- t

been tampered with: glancing nt , tr.ists prettily with plqui
license numbers and comparing them
with their printed Us: of suspended

norlng suspension. Iles'des
4,000 taxis they have 2 000 touring cars
ami horse drawn licensed vehicles to
look over. Outside of that they have
nothing In particular to do.

"We're getting the thing cleaned tip,"
eald Mr, Drennen. "Tho putilio is get-
ting pretty good service from the taxis
now, nnd with advent of new blood
In business It will get better tight
along.

"The trouble In past has len
that the old hickmcn took houl of the
taxis when they supplanted tie horse
drawn vehicles and tl.eir ot
business were hazy. The efll.'.eney ex-

pert Is getting busy with hi.-- cost
sheets and detailed d.u'.y rej oris of
each car's performances, Its takings.
Its Idle miles. Its gas cunsumptluti anil
bo on.

"Tho thing will shake down to n
strict business basis and I lather think

Individual owner will d. (.appear
within a few years, vanishing Lefore
the competition of 1 Ig corporations.
Also I look for lower fares. We in ly
In time et something like the cheap
wervlco of London, HerUn nnd Tails.'

He believes loo that as a class the
taxi drivers nro honest, at least com-
paratively honest.

"1 will say that we. seldom get a
second complaint of any one man."
lie icmarked. "After one care they
lake no chances on los.ng their li-

cense, or getting a long suspension."
Hut. of course Mr. lirennen is n"t

being quoted the taxi driver, like
the old nlghthiwk cabby whom he re-

placed, never will be completely re-

formed.
Picture him on a hitter night. In

ranks on a windy street. He hasn't
had a faro since early afternoon when
a boarding school girl and her aunt
rode from the Waldorf to (trand
Central, which splurge cost tliem :0
cents.

It Is midnight, and he reflects bit-
terly that he must buy "gas" on the

LIBRARY

There are always a few wild haired She is sure that the
readers deep in a heavy volume, chair is trying

,.-- -

than the Czar
morrow. Five little ones i.nd his wlfs
are waiting to be fed at home und th
price of bread Is rising.

Aha! A fare! And such a farel
A figure In evening clothes, over

coat slung carelessly over one arm,
sl.k at i perilous angle, bursts
through the swinging doors of yon
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SIGNALLING BY LAMPLIGHT
yon know where you are nt?

DO Well if you don't the Govern-
ment Is doing Its best to rolvc

your problem to a nicety. It Is doing
It by means of a vast network ot
triangles or Imaginary lines laid upon
the b ngth and breadth of this conti-
nent to that State, county and city
surxejors may have positively estab-kfhi- d

po nts of long t ule mid latitude
In m which to measuto their lines.

The s i's of tlies,. ttlang'.f-- s meas-
ured l,y tho (loveininent do not differ
In pritio.p'.o fiom thu.-- e run in lay.ng
out a f irm or invey:ng for a rail-
road, Ac. save for the great distances
between points. The length of these
Imaginary lines may range anywhere
from ten to luo miles or mure, and that t

the Oovcrninent expel ts shall make no
m.stalio instruments of large size and
of the greatest refinement are em-.e-

this, the Held parties
of tl.e I'lilted Slates Coast and Geo-
detic Survey have lecourse to special
iih ..ns or apparatus in order to make
the faraway point visible to the ob-
server.

In the laytlm this Is done by mir-
rors, whli ii n fleet the sunlight toward
the remote watcher nailing to catch
the glittering Kgnal. At night, for tl.
work goes on sundown, lamps
most h,. empli vi it for tlrs purpose, nnd
unto recently the acetylene flame was
tho best medium mailable.

Hut brilliant as this signal is It has
Its drawback becaase of cost nnd the
biilklness of the associate apparatus,
nnd the Government experts have cast
about for .something better nnd more
easily trnnspotted Hy better Is

t a lamp of ere il r power or
mor" linens,, iiiutiiiiuition. Neither
tin- - heliogriph the mirror apparatus
that reflects the sutnuht. nir a

i in penetrate th" ntmofphcrc for
a bundled miles and more exci pt

man in the next In the art
flirt with her. Sixteen

"all

The fate'of the lying meter.

"Watch the Taxi
Clock" Has Be-

come a Sporting
Proposition With
the Clubs Which
Are Helping Along
a Much Needed
Reform

of a rumpled waistcoat as It protrudes
from a bulging pocket.

"Taxi!" says a stentorian roles.
One of the virtues of the word "taxi"
Is that It can be pronounced clearly
and loudly In tho last stage preceding
coma.

"I shay, driver, take nie to Hhev-enty-sh-

shtreet, I mean Shtvlnty-sheve- nt

shtreet an" Hruw'way, An
be quick, driver."

The cob rolls awav with Its havy
load. And nt Seventy-sevent- h street
and Hroodwny will our hero conscien-
tiously examine the clock, deduct 10
ernts because lie ot distance bv skld- -
ding at Columbus Circle, and humbly
request So cents?

1I will not. 'Taln't human, that's
nr..

under favorable weifiie; c i.l tions.
It costs ft imi Vi ',i ?!. t day to

maintain n tii.tiiguhition ,iny, and
th-- re Is a loss every d i t!.a the men
aro Idle. Accordingly H. i. Fischer
of tin- liistruitu nt.il hiue. i i of the
Coast and Geodet.c Survc set about
evolving ;i lamp .if gn-i- ti r p. i etratlvo
range. After many cxi-crlt- ti'i, using
dry cells lis a so in of i ctrlc.il
ncrv, he prod imp whose

are of such a s, ,irci .u ipnlity
that the prisint niiml'ir of solving
t. !it.N lias !iuii.in.d l ast 25
per c ut The n.oti r cat n has
unintentionally aided Hi tl,.s achieve-
ment.

Tim tniiln part of the apparatus
consists of ordin.irv n 'mobile
l cidllght, which Is .so in nin-i,- ! that It
r in dliected in both i! h nzontal
nnd vertical plaiifs Co-- .' i sup-an- d

Hi d by eighteen dry i the
entire outfit can be i. rl.. I ii a mod- -
rrate sized cas,

In order to obtain a n. lmum In- -
ten.sity of l.ght Mr I'.scl.i r d- signed
a spe lal ll...uiont T! is . a ns why
the rays are able to pa ree the depths
of darkness for a d.st.mci of many
scores of miles Th" l., m is not
kept binning rour.nuoifh s wns the
Case with the licet;, ielie litnp. I'llt Is
flashed only on signal mil o icspunse
to similar messages sept l. ono or
more of the remote olis. nrrs

Tho iicetvlene b.ti.) I.,ti-.- . ire used
In tho trial. gulatlon work do United
States Coast and i e Sarvey
measurrd l.fiiin ind t The
new lamp has s.iii mni i .ieill. power.
Hy means of this new imp time
villi I saved and sl- - its can bo
tl.ishi 1 from mountain p. d: to moun-
tain peak, or from t w r to tower,
over ranges heietofore imposs m,j
under weather conditio. i. i at effectu-
ally screened the daw. m; of the
acetylene flame.

By Bill
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and sculpture rooms Sweet
asks for a book that will tell

about art." Pity the librarian.
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